
 

 

 

 

 
 

September 2015 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to the start of another academic year. To those of you who have children in Years 8 

to 13, welcome back. For those whose children are in Year 7, and those whose children have 

joined us in Year 12, we welcome you to St Anselm’s. We look forward very much to 

working with you all to ensure the success of your children. 

 

As well as new students in Years 7 and 12, we welcome a number of new staff this term; they 

are all very welcome and we hope they will enjoy their time at St Anselm’s: 

 

Mr Wilson (Science) 

Mrs King (Science) 

Miss Thorn (Music) 

Mr Gilbert (English) 

Mr Abasalo-Munnery (RE) 

Mrs Flowers (Sociology) 

Mrs Baker (Stein House Support Officer) 

Mrs Walsh (TA) 

Mrs Harrison (TA) 

 

Once again it was a pleasure to share some excellent GCSE and A Level results with students 

over the summer. At GCSE, 52% of students achieved 5A*-C grades with English and 

Mathematics and 21% more entries were graded at A*, A or B grade than in 2014.  The 

school’s ‘Progress 8’ score was +0.35, which means that pupils at St Anselm’s made on 

average significantly more academic progress than similar children nationally. Our A Level 

results were also very pleasing, with a 98% pass rate and all students going on to Higher 

Education or employment. We have had more enrolments in Year 12 than ever before and our 

Sixth Form curriculum is as varied as it has ever been. 

 

This September sees the start of a brand new and exciting curriculum opportunity for our Key 

Stage 3 pupils, the Inspire Curriculum. Pupils in Years 7 and 8 have picked from a wide range 

of projects that they will work on for 18 weeks. These include an archaeological dig looking 

for remains of a Saxon settlement, creating a WWI trench on the school playing fields, 

learning different styles of dance, forming a Gospel choir, sports events, creating new 

electrical products from old ones and a Young Apprentice challenge to develop pupils’ 

entrepreneurial skills. We are all very excited about this development and we are sure the 

pupils will get a lot out of these fantastic opportunities. 

  

Furthermore, in our constant efforts to keep all of our students safe and well in their day to 

day lives, all students will now be taking part in fortnightly Personal, Social and Health 

Education (PSHE) lessons. These have been carefully designed to help pupils explore a wide 

range of issues that affect their lives. The lessons will aim to equip students with the 

necessary skills and knowledge to help access and engage with the world around them safely 

and positively.  

 

 

 

St Anselm’s Catholic School 
 
A Catholic Academy in the Archdiocese of Southwark 
 
Headteacher: Mr M Walters, BA (Hons) NPQH 
 

“faith seeking understanding” 



 

Please remember that if you need to make contact with us for any reason, your son/daughter’s 

tutor is available, as are our House teams: 

 

Aquinas 

Head of House: Miss Penfold: k.penfold@st-anselms.org.uk  

House Manager: Mrs Robertson: d.robertson@st-anselms.org.uk 

House Support Officer: Mrs Morris: a.morris@st-anselms.org.uk  

House Admin: Mrs Greenwood: f.greenwood@st-anselms.org.uk  

 

Bosco 

Head of House: Mrs Carney: a.carney@st-anselms.org.uk  

House Manager: Mrs Duckett: t.duckett@st-anselms.org.uk  

House Support Officer: Miss Smith: r.smith@st-anselms.org.uk   

House Admin: Mrs Bryant: y.bryant@st-anselms.org.uk  

 

Merici 

Head of House: Mr Rowarth: p.rowarth@st-anselms.org.uk  

House Manager: Mrs Rose: a.rose@st-anselms.org.uk 

House Support Officer: Mrs Butcher: f.butcher@st-anselms.org.uk  

House Admin: Mrs Kitchener: s.kitchener@st-anselms.org.uk   

 

(Mrs Rose leaves us to go on maternity leave at half-term; Mrs Butcher will become Merici 

House Manager and Mrs Dunne [j.dunne@st-anselms.org.uk] Merici House Support Officer) 

 

Stein 

Head of House: Mr Smith: n.smith@st-anselms.org.uk   

House Manager: Mrs Cook: j.cook@st-anselms.org.uk 

House Support Officer: Mrs Baker: s.baker@st-anselms.org.uk 

House Admin: Mrs Collins: c.collins@st-anselms.org.uk  

 

We had a very busy and successful summer term and summer holiday. Events included our 

SS Peter and Paul Mass, sports day and healthy school picnic, Year 10 work experience, 

residential trips abroad to Rome and Ardèche, the Year 7 camp and our Activities Week. 

There were holiday clubs and a Year 7 transition event in the summer holiday in school. We 

have also installed Wi-Fi and hundreds of new computers across the school and created two 

new classrooms. I am very grateful to all those who made these opportunities available to the 

students, and in particular to our Site Manager Mr Kilsby and our Network Manager Mr 

Baxter and their respective teams. 

 

 

I would like to remind parents and carers of an important health and safety matter. If you 

bring your child to school or collect them in the afternoon, they should be dropped off and 

collected from the park and ride adjacent to the school. It is chaotic and dangerous if 

parents and carers enter the school car parks to drop off and collect their children when there 

are so many children using the playgrounds before and after school. Thank you for your co-

operation with this. 

 

Please be aware that our behaviour, uniform and equipment protocols are available to parents 

and students in planners and on the school website. Please remember that hoodies are not 

allowed in school at all and that girls may only wear our school skirt. It would be very helpful 

if you could ensure that items of uniform are named. Please also be aware that sugary, 

carbonated drinks, including ‘energy drinks’ are not allowed in school. In the event that any 

parent or carer needs financial assistance with the purchase of any items of uniform or 

equipment please contact me or your son/daughter’s Head of House in confidence. 
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Year 7 students will be celebrating ‘Roald Dahl Day’ on Friday 18
 
September. Students are 

invited to make a donation of £1 and wear something yellow, which was Roald Dahl’s 

favourite colour. The money raised will be donated to the ‘Roald Dahl’s Marvellous 

Children’s Charity’. Throughout the day, students’ lessons will be focused on the world-

famous children’s author and his books. Another imminent opportunity for Year 7 is our 

annual retreat to Aylesford Priory. All pupils have had a letter and we urge them all to attend. 

 

A reminder that your child’s homework can be viewed on SIMS Learning Gateway, as can 

their achievement points, behaviour points, attendance records and their academic reports. We 

will inform you when academic reports are on SIMS Learning Gateway via Parent Pay email; 

it is therefore crucial that you have your log in information for SIMS Learning Gateway and 

that you are on our Parent Pay list. For further information about how to do this, please 

contact Mrs Smith: h.smith@st-anselms.org.uk  

 

This year, Year 10 students will have the opportunity to apply for a Sports Captain role. There 

are eight vacancies for one girl and one boy from each House. This team will be responsible 

for helping to raise the profile and standing of sport and PE at St Anselm’s. In addition to 

helping maintain the department and promoting the benefits of physical activity and sport, 

Sport Captains will assist in the running of sports teams and PE events such as open evening, 

deanery days and weekly fixtures. Those interested in applying should collect a job 

description form from Miss Cruickshank in the PE office and apply via a letter by 24 

September. All applications will be considered and successful candidates will be interviewed.  

 

Thank you to those of you who have completed feedback on the school on Ofsted’s ‘parent 

view’ portal. The parent view portal can be found at http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk; I 

encourage you to respond if you have not yet done so. 

 

We have a very active PTA who carry out much fundraising, all of which benefits the 

students. If you feel able to contribute your time and efforts to the PTA, this would be most 

welcome. Please contact the Chair of the PTA, Mrs Thereza Baker, for more information: 

thereza_baker@live.co.uk. 

 

Please note that we are taking our five CPD days consecutively again this year and that as a 

result the school will be closed to students between Monday 2 November and Friday 6 

November. This effectively means that we will have a two-week holiday between Monday 26 

October and Monday 9 November. I have attached term dates to the end of this letter. One of 

the main reasons for this arrangement is to allow parents and carers to book a holiday when 

flights and accommodation are cheaper. Please remember that schools no longer authorise 

holidays taken in term time. 

 

I would also like to draw parents’ and carers’ attention once again to another government 

initiative, the Pupil Premium Grant. This is allocated to schools to help fund educational 

resources for children from families who are currently eligible for free school meals. The 

funding also includes children in care, children from service families and includes any child 

who has been in receipt of free school meals in the last six years. There is a very substantial 

amount of additional financial help available for these families as a result of the Pupil 

Premium and we are keen to engage with families to ensure that this funding is used to 

maximum effect. For more information please contact Mr Graves in confidence: 

m.graves@st-anselms.org.uk. I would also urge all families who are eligible for free school 

meals to ensure that they register for this entitlement. Further details are available from House 

Offices or on the KCC website.  
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Finally I would like to thank you in advance for your support for the school this year. By 

working in partnership, the students at St Anselm’s, their parents/carers and the staff at the 

school can continue to provide the very best and most enjoyable educational experience 

possible. We are all looking forward to working with you and your children this year. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mr M Walters 

Headteacher 

 

Term Dates 2015-16 

 

Start of Term 1 03 September 2015 (Year 7 and Year 12 only) 

Start of Term 1 04 September 2015 (all students) 

End of Term 1 23 October 2015 

Start of Term 2 9 November 2015 

End of Term 2 18 December 2015 (school closes at 1.30 pm) 

Start of Term 3 04 January 2016 

End of Term 3 12 February 2016 

Start of Term 4 22 February 2016 

End of Term 4 24 March 2016 

Start of Term 5 11 April 2016 

End of Term 5 27 May 2016 

Start of Term 6 06 June 2016 

End of Term 6 22 July 2016 (school closes at 1.30 pm) 



PE DEPARTMENT CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 2015-2016 TERM 1 

 

 LUNCHTIME AFTER SCHOOL 

MONDAY 
 

Senior Weights                                    JR 
Boccia                                                    SG 
Netball (all years)                               JC/SW 
GCSE intervention                             MG/AJA 
Touch rugby (Week 2)                       AJA 

Trampolining                    SW  
Touch rugby (Week 2)     AJA 
 
 

TUESDAY Girls only Weights                              JC 
Y8 Football training                            IH 
Y10 Football training                          MH 
Circuit Training                                  AJA 

Y8 Football matches          IH 
Y10 Football matches        MH 
Y7 & 9 Netball                   JC/SW 

WEDNESDAY Senior weights                                      IH 
Dance company/GCSE Dance           JC/SW 
 

 
 
 

THURSDAY Senior Weights                                    MG 
Girls Football                                       JC/BN 
Panathlon club                                     IH 
Y7 Football training                            MH 
Y9 Football training                            AJA 

Y7 Football matches          MH/MG 
Y9 Football matches          AJA 
Y8 & 10 Netball                   JC/SW 
 
 

FRIDAY Senior Weights                                   MH  
GCSE Intervention                            JC/AJA 
KS3  Trampolining                            SW 
Touch  rugby (Week 1)                     AJA    

Touch Rugby (Week 1)      AJA 


